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WORK CAMPS � WARBURTON AND THE WHEATBELT 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman � Minister for Corrective Services) [2.01 pm]: I rise to provide more detail to 
the house on the allocation of more than $25 million for the development of two multimillion-dollar work 
camps. These work camps will increase capacity in the state�s overcrowded prison system.  

Last Friday I travelled to Warburton, one of the sites selected for a new work camp, to personally advise the 
shire council and the local elders of the government�s decision. Warburton�s local government has strongly 
lobbied for the placement of one of the work camps in its shire, and the fact that it was just one of many local 
governments to do so illustrates the real benefits that the placement of such facilities can provide. Warburton 
will be the site for a new $17 million, 30-bed minimum-security facility in the goldfields region; meanwhile, a 
wheatbelt site for a new 20-bed work camp will be determined in consultation with the local community.  

Construction for both sites is expected to be completed in 2011. The construction of these work camps forms 
part of the government�s multifaceted strategy to ease overcrowding in the state�s long-neglected prison system. 
The new work camps, and a replacement 40-bed work camp at Wyndham, will have different operational 
features from the state�s existing work camps. Importantly, and for the first time, the new camps will offer 
opportunities for community-based offenders to undertake their community work at the site of the work camp. 
Some offenders in the community will now be required to visit the work camps to undertake a number of 
activities, including programs, thereby making more effective use of limited resources in the state�s remote and 
regional areas and keeping offenders close to their communities. Presently, approximately 180 offenders from 
the eastern goldfields region can be accommodated outside their local community. These new developments will 
help reduce this figure and keep Indigenous offenders closer to their local communities and support systems.  

This government is restoring the functionality of the state�s prison system not only by improving conditions and 
capacity through the provision of more beds, but also by implementing a service that is focused on rehabilitation 
and breaking the offending cycle while helping with community projects. As correctional centres, these custom-
built camps will be facilities at which a wide range of justice activities and education programs can be provided 
beyond the scope of existing work camps. These education programs will include skills-based training and 
acquisition programs aimed at allowing offenders to successfully transition back into their communities. There 
will also be greater options for Indigenous diversion programs, including supervised bail, parole and the 
completion of community service orders.  

Another aspect of these camps will be the services they will provide to local governments: by providing work 
initiatives for prisoners and community-based offenders, the camps will provide reparation for communities in 
Western Australia�s remote and regional locations. An additional effect of the construction of these camps will 
be the economic and infrastructure activity that will no doubt be generated. The construction and continuing 
existence of these camps will create local jobs and will provide economic benefit to the local communities in 
which they are based.  

While in Warburton on Friday, it became obvious to all involved in the matter that the construction of this work 
camp will provide social benefits by allowing many local offenders to serve their sentences on their lands, as 
opposed to having to be relocated more than 1 000 kilometres to Perth. The work camp will also provide 
employment and economic dividends to the area and help sustain a historic Western Australian town.  
 


